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The Road Ahead



State of the 
Society
What a year! When I think about the 
accomplishments of the last year, all the 
things that happened behind the scenes, 
it’s just amazing. Changing paradigms, making 
plans, developing infrastructure, and updating systems … this 
business stuff isn’t very sexy, but you can’t go from rust to chrome 
without a vision, some team work, and a lot of elbow grease. You 
don’t see the hours and hours of work, but the finished product 
speaks volumes.

Moving your Endowment Fund to the Greater Kansas City 
Community Foundation may not be as cool as a fully restored 
1954 CC 523 KW, but it does gain us thousands of dollars in 
interest income which lends to the continued financial stability of 
the Society. Although giving out two scholarships every year to 
deserving students doesn’t evoke the same feeling as the first time 
that rust bucket you saved from salvage fires up, but it does illustrate 
just how much we care and support each other. Developing a 
strategic plan is not nearly as awesome as the sound of a Jake brake 
echoing through the Spring fog on I-80, but it does give the Society 
direction, a road map for the future. 

In the coming years, as the road ahead twists and turns, this Society 
will be ready. We’re fully loaded with smart systems and dedicated, 
focused leadership. Thanks for being part of the team that keeps this 
Society, your Society, shiny side up. 

No matter how you measure ATHS success, the 
members are the hub of the wheel that drives ATHS 
forward. It is their passion for the Society, a passion 
we all share, that allows us to reach our mission. Our 
members are truly the heart of the Society. 

A reshuffling of the membership database shows we 
gained slightly fewer new members in 2018;. But we 
had 16 percent more lapsed-member renewals, which 
kept our overall membership numbers steady. At 
the end of 2018, we had just over 19,000 members. 
Providing new members with real value for their 
membership dollars is always a top goal for the ATHS 
Membership Committee.

Membership

The 2018 National Convention in Louisville, KY 
was an all-round success. Not only was it financially 
profitable, but attendees described it as, “a worthwhile 
and enjoyable experience”. The stormy weather tried its 
hardest to put a damper on our festivities, but attendees 
still rated the 2018 Convention a slightly soggy 8.75 out 
of 10 stars. 

Post-convention surveys also showed 53 percent of 
attendees were either current or retired truck drivers 
and 90 percent of them thought highly enough of ATHS 
and our National Convention to travel more than 100 
miles to attend.

Convention

The Zoe James Memorial Library contains just under 
half a million truck memorabilia and trucking industry 
artifacts. From owners manuals and historical photos, to 
die-cast models and plans and schematics, the Library 
at ATHS takes great pride in preserving and serving the 
dynamic history that is the American truck. 

Library

ATHS volunteers contribute countless hours to the Society. During the 
2018 Convention alone, volunteers contributed more than 2,800 hours of 
service, which is up nearly 24 percent over 2017. These hours represent 
$70,613 in saved salary and benefits costs for the Society. Volunteers are an 
essential resource at ATHS and we could not do what we do without them.

Volunteers

ATHS Chapters are the wheels on the ground in communities 
throughout the United States, Canada, and Australia. Around 
100 Chapters throughout the world provide a local presence that 
grows the ATHS mission and drives the vision. The consistent 
activities of the Chapters and their support of the grassroots 
membership is what drives the success of the Society. Together, 

suported by the Board and 
staff, Chapters work hard 
to build awareness and 
support for all we do. 

Chapters

ATHS NATIONAL CONVENTION AND WORLD’S LARGEST VINTAGE TRUCK SHOW

M AY  3 1 – J U N E  2 ,  2 0 18

ALL TRUCKS WELCOME!   
OLD/NEW, LARGE/SMALL, WORKING/RETIRED, TATTERED/TRICKED-OUT

FAMILY FUN!  
LIVE MUSIC, FOOD TRUCKS, EXHIBIT VENDORS, KIDS ZONE,  

TRUCK DRIVING SIMULATOR, SWAP MEET AREA!

(816) 891-9900
WWW.ATHS.ORG
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Thomas Mullen
President, American Truck Historical Society

“More than ever, the measure of ATHS is held within the volunteer 
spirit that permeates this great Society,” – Tom Mullen

Rick C. volunteers at Home 
Office every Tuesday

The Zoe James Library 
collection boasts nearly 
500,000 artifacts

Members get their family’s 
involved by giving them 
ATHS gift memberships



Executive Director’s
Report

2018 was a year of new beginnings. Internal 
restructuring brought in new staff and a 
renewed vigor for member service. We 

developed a program to start to lay out 
a new business-based ethic for growth and 

development. We continued to push for a new level of 
professionalism by adding our first full-time professional 
Events Manager to run the National Convention and 
Truck Show, and support other events. We also added a 
new full-time Membership support person – all whilst 
reducing staffing costs. New ... is good.

“Awareness” was the key directive for staff  in 2018 – 
letting everyone know ATHS exists, letting members 
know their rights and obligations, and letting volunteers 
and others know the Board, Executives and Home Office 
are open and available. Building awareness ... driving the 
mission. 

And although the year’s operating budget ended in red 
ink (but much less than the year before), we are now 
well-positioned to maintain our new, member-focused 
mentality for years to come. With Members, Executives, 
and staff working in unison – with shared goals and a 
clear vision for the future - we are ready to take our past 
successes to the next level. Hold on tight ... and watch  
us grow!

2018 was a year of belt tightening and cost reduction. After an expensive previous 
year, staff drew back on actual spending and spent more time than money on getting 
systems in place for future development.

Overall the Society’s savings grew substantially, while the interest earned on those 
savings slowed. Fundraising also grew in 2018, continuing the positive outlook for the 
overall budget moving forward.

Expenses were surprisingly stable for the year compared to 2017, with an overall slight 
reduction in Annual Net Assets.

The full audited report is attached here for your review, to assure you that even in the 
lean years ATHS is in solid shape, with more than a million dollars in savings, as well 
as the outright ownership of the magnificent Home Office building. 

Financials

ATHS.org is often our first opportunity to introduce ourselves to the nearly 80,000 new website 
visitors each year. These visitors came to us from right here in the U.S. and around the world. Canada, 
United Kingdom, and Australia make up our most active geographic locations outside the U.S. And 
although there is a steady increase in mobile device (smart phones) use among our visitors, the 
desktop PC is still the most widely used hardware to access our website. 

Started in 1980, Wheels of Time is the ATHS’s bi-monthly member magazine. With interesting articles 
on trucks, restoration, history, and industry, Wheels of Time looks at the human side of trucking. 

With nearly 60,000 followers on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn, ATHS is just starting to 
scratch the surface of these dynamic social platforms. As our Society grows and our members become 
more tech savvy, we look forward to expanding our social media presence to reach more truck 
enthusiasts and potential members with new and exciting initiatives.

Communications
Home Office

ATHS 990s Audited Report Laurence Gration
Executive Director

Board List

Chapter List

Lifetime Members
Donor List

Located in Kansas City, MO, ATHS owns the building 
that houses the Zoe James Memorial Library and Home 
Office. In fact, the building is so spacious that sections 
are rented out to local tenants, providing the Society with 
a steady stream of rental income. This regular income, 
7.5 percent of our annual income, helped offset some 
maintenance costs that came up late in the year.

A grading issue was discovered after a small amount of 
water made its way into the ATHS main lobby. Plans  
were made to have the land around the building 
regraded, to ensure excess rain water flowed safely away 
from the building’s foundation. Thankfully, no major 
structural damage was discovered, and the work is 
scheduled to begin in Spring 2019. Part of this project 
includes the addition of a driveway in the rear of the 
building, to allow for easy loading and unloading of  
event and convention materials. 

In order to further improve our guests’ experience while 
visiting the Home Office, the Board of Directors voted to 
remodel the restrooms use by staff, tenants, and Library 
guests. Updated flooring, paint, partitions, countertops, 
and fixtures are just some of the features that will help 
to create a light and bright space. This project should be 
complete before the rush of summer guests. 

Catherine was one of two 2018 
ATHS Scholarship winners

ATHS exists to ensure the preservation of the 
history of trucks, the trucking industry, and its 
pioneers for future generations

https://www.aths.org/Media/Default/Financial%20Statements/ATHS%20Audit%20123118.pdf
https://www.aths.org/board-of-directors
https://www.aths.org/Chapters/List
https://www.aths.org/Media/Default/LAURENCE/ATHS%202018%20Form%20990%20and%20990-T_Redacted.pdf
https://www.aths.org/Media/Default/membership/Donations/2018%20Life%20Endowing%20Member%20List%203.pdf
https://www.aths.org/Media/Default/membership/Donations/2018%20Donor%20List.pdf
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