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The organization grew in 2019, adding substantially to the 
Endowment and Scholarship funds. After cleaning up the 
membership database, membership numbers increased 
slightly. Still, we know membership is on the decline, 
which is why we are addressing the value of membership 
and adding new and exciting benefits.

The 2019 National Convention and Truck Show was 
a great success. Having the event at a beautiful resort 
was undoubtedly a hit with members. The event made 
a small profit, which was invested back into an updated 
registration system, launching in 2020.

Wheels of Time continues to be a mainstay of the 
organization, with a steady interest in the Back Lot and 
articles about old trucks, truckers, and companies. 

Advertising and sponsorships were also up in 2019. And 
for the first time many years, membership dues made up 
less than half of the Society’s income.

The staff made great strides with the Home Office, 
developing it into a Visitor Center to support the Zoe 
James Memorial Library. With traveling exhibits and 
engaging displays, ATHS Home Office should be on 
everyone’s list of places to go when visiting Kansas City.

But it is your support, dedication, and willingness to give 
to your fellow members that is the strength of this Society. 
Every year volunteers give thousands of hours to ensure 
ATHS is the Society leading the way in the preservation of  
trucks, the trucking industry, and its pioneers.

STATE OF THE SOCIETYSTATE OF THE SOCIETY

Tom Mullen
ATHS President (2018-2020)Tom Mullen with his pride and joy, a 1954 Kenworth.

“It has been an 
honor to serve as 
ATHS President. 
The experience has 
been rewarding in 
so many ways.”  
           - Tom
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11 MEMBERSHIP
“I love trucks  
and trucking 
history, but I 
stay with ATHS 
for the friendships 
I’ve made.”
  - Ross

ATHS MEMBERSHIPATHS MEMBERSHIP

ATHS members are in the driver’s seat. They drive the business and 
keep the Society truckin’ on down the road. Our members support 
the Society through their annual membership dues, participating in 
Chapters, donating to campaigns, and volunteering for a variety of roles.

In 2019 there were 19,194 members at year-end, a slight increase from 
2018. The Membership Committee, ever dedicated to meeting the 
needs of members, is making plans for increasing the value of ATHS 
membership in 2020.

CHAPTERS
ATHS Chapters are the wheels on the ground in communities 
throughout the United States, Canada, and Australia. Nearly 100 
Chapters provide national members with the ability to come together 
for great community events, engaging meetings, and, of course, trucks.     
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https://aths.org/membership/membership-levels/
https://aths.org/membership/membership-levels/
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It was a record-breaking event for 
ATHS. Even the Awards Ceremony 
hosted a record 600 guests to honor 
modern pioneers of the industry. The 
annual National Convention & Truck 
Show is the Society’s most significant 
undertaking each year. Thousands of 

people drive thousands of miles to take 
part in this amazing annual event.
More than 1,000 trucks and trailers 
rolled into picturesque Reno, Nevada, 
for the 2019 National Convention & 
Truck Show. It was three fun-filled 
days of great speakers, a vibrant 

vendor hall, both live and silent 
auctions, and lots and lots of old iron. 
This event continues to be the largest 
antique truck show IN THE WORLD! 
But we couldn’t do any of it without 
dedicated volunteers.
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VolunteersVolunteers

ATHS volunteers establish the route the Society will take. Some 
do this by creating policies and developing strategies to keep the 
Society moving forward for the long haul. Other volunteers are a 
bit more hands on, parking hundreds of old trucks at the annual 
convention. Both types of volunteers are critical to the success of 
this great Society.

Convention volunteers put in more than 2,000 hours over the 
three-day event. When Board Member, Committee, and Chapter 
activities are added, the number climbs to a staggering amount.  
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NATIONAL CONVENTION & TRUCK SHOWNATIONAL CONVENTION & TRUCK SHOW

LEARN MORE

DaviD & Carol - aTHS memberS, SupporTerS, & regular ConvenTion aTTenDeeS

https://aths.org/convention
https://www.aths.org/convention
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CommunicationsCommunications

One of the most popular benefits of ATHS membership is receiving 
the award-winning, bi-monthly magazine, Wheels of Time, in the mail 
or at a local truck stop. Packed with colorful photos and fascinating 
stories Wheels of Time and the special edition, 
Show Time, are a must-have for any truck 
enthusiast. Members often remark that it is 
their favorite member benefit, next to all the 
friends they make. 
 
Keeping the lines of communication open is 
key in any group. This Society is no different. 
In 2019, ATHS welcomed 80,000 new users 
to ATHS.org in 173,000 sessions. Home 20, 
ATHS’s free e-newsletter, had 21,726 subscribers, an increase of 52% 
over the previous year. ATHS also saw growth on social media, with 
55,000 followers across platforms. Our members are talking and we  
are listening.  

ATHS Visitor Center & LibraryATHS Visitor Center & Library

The Zoe James Memorial Library continues to be the 
premier trucking research library in the United States. 
More than 500 artifacts were cataloged and added to the 
extensive ATHS Collection in 2019, and 123 research 
questions were submitted and answered. 

Visitors from around the world are greeted with a 
warm and welcoming smile when they arrive at the 
ATHS Visitor Center. Guests are encouraged to wander 
through the rows of scale models, sit in the driver’s seat 
of our old truck, or pick up something extra special in 
the gift shop. Plans are already underway to expand 
the educational value and attractiveness of the internal 
space to provide the public with a truly exceptional 
experience today and for the future.

January/February March/April May/June

July/August September/October November/December

Special Edition
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Most of all, it’s 
the people who 
make ATHS 
a wonderful 
organization to 
belong to!

  -Rickie

VISIT ATHS

https://aths.org/contact-us/
https://aths.org/zoe-james-memorial-library/
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FinancialsFinancials

2019 was a solid year for ATHS. A successful National Convention & Truck Show 
held the non-dues income high. Membership income stayed steady. More than 
1,500 generous donors contributed to the scholarship, memorial, and endowment 
funds. The overall worth of the organization grew to a historic high, with all 
restricted funds growing alongside the unrestricted and standard operational funds.

Through the use of new programs and expansion of member services, ATHS 
created additional income in 2019 through sponsorships, licensing, and royalties. 
The Society is growing in both reach and influence.

Membership fees remained solid and steady in 2019, resisting the consumer 
pricing increases of the past several years. Holding steady for so long is something 
to be proud of, but that trend will not continue in 2020, as increases have already 
been discussed.

We mentioned last year that 2018 was a year of new 
beginnings. In 2019 we carried this through and started 
the (re)development of the organization. From setting 
in place a new policy for selection of Convention sites 
to redeveloping the Home Office into a Visitor Center, 
the ATHS board and staff developed no-cost plans to 
lead us into the future. After researching and reviewing 
programs and policies, we developed a new training 
mentality for Chapter Leaders and members to to gain 
the greatest in engagement for our membership. 
 
With a re-emphasis on Convention, the 2019 ATHS 
Convention & Truck Show was one of the most 
successful in many years. We were able to expand the 
services available to attendees and share the experience 
with more than 10,000 visitors from around the world. 

The Reno Visitors Bureau thanked us for bringing more 
than $2 million into their economy. We will grow on 
this for the future, and continue to expand services  
to members.
 
The Society’s operations must grow, and to that, we 
are developing new ways to enhance member benefits. 
Sponsorship is up for the year; in fact, most non-dues 
revenues were up, allowing greater expansion goals for 
the future. ATHS continues to lead the way, and with 
the continued generous giving of members we will 
continue to grow the benefits.

LOOKING AHEADLOOKING AHEAD

“I love old trucks 
and ATHS. I have 
made many great 
friendships from 
going to the ATHS  
truck shows.”
         -Pam

Laurence Gration
ATHS Executive Director

2019 DONORS LIFE MEMBERS FINANCIALS

https://aths.org/about-us/reports/2019-donors/
https://aths.org/about-us/reports/2019-donors/
https://aths.org/about-us/reports/2019-endowing-life-members/
https://aths.org/about-us/reports/2019-endowing-life-members/
https://aths.org/about-us/reports/2019-endowing-life-members/
https://aths.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/2019-ATHS-Audit.pdf


Keeping the history alive.Keeping the history alive.

THe ameriCan TruCk 
HiSToriCal SoCieTy  
iS DeDiCaTeD To THe 

preServaTion of THe HiSTory 
of TruCkS, THe TruCking 

inDuSTry, anD iTS pioneerS.

10380 N. Ambassador Dr., Ste. 101
Kansas City, MO 64153

(816) 891-9900
www.ATHS.org


